MULTIMEDIA TRAINING KIT

Trainers' notes: HIV/AIDS journalism and communication skills

Developed by Julie Clayton, HIV/AIDS co-ordinator for the Science and Development Network, with contributions from TV Padma of Panos-India

	Introduction
	This unit aims to give participants the confidence and skills to communicate more effectively about HIV/AIDS research and other HIV/AIDS issues, through the use of internet-based resources, practical exercises, role play and discussion.



	Timing/duration
	If all exercises are included in full, this unit will take at least a full day to run.


	Content outline and main topics covered

	· Choosing the story

· Selling the story to the editor

· Getting past the “information gatekeeper”

· Developing different story angles

· Investigating controversial claims

· Sensitive HIV/AIDS reporting: avoiding stigmatising language

· Writing a news story

· Writing a press release



	Target audience
	Journalists, editors and information officers interested in enhancing media coverage of HIV/AIDS research and other HIV/AIDS topics and issues. 



	Prerequisite skills/knowledge
	· Basic journalism and/or public communication experience.

· Good computer and Internet searching skills.


	Unit objectives/expected outcomes
	By the end of the unit participants will

· Have a deeper understanding of the role of the media in the fight against HIV/AIDS 

· Be able to develop, pitch and write news stories on HIV/AIDS
· Be able to write press releases on HIV/AIDS related topics
· Be aware of issues around “stigmatizing language”

· Be aware of issues around false and controversial HIV/AIDS-related claims and be able to investigate such claims


	Pre-workshop activities
	Distribute a collection of required background reading before the participants.


	Notes on using exercises
	Most of the exercises require the trainer to supply additional materials such as sample press releases and abstracts. Some suggestion sources are noted below; refer to the list of additional resources for more ideas. You can also consider developing your own “press releases” etc. adapted from real examples.
Exercise 1: +/- 45 minutes, depending on the size of the group.

Exercise 2: +/- 90 minutes
Exercise 3: +/- 1 hour

For this exercise you need a press release (or similar information resource) to distribute to the groups. The section in the handout on “HIV/AIDS issues in the news” includes references to abstracts and other resources which you could consider using as a basis for this exercise. The information resource could be one from a different country/region, so that participants are not familiar with it.
Exercise 4: +/- 1 hour 15 minutes
For this exercise you need an information resource describing a forthcoming clinical trial for an HIV vaccine. Conference abstracts such as those from AIDS Vaccine 2003 are a good starting point for developing this: http://www.aidsvaccine2003.org/2003/
See also the SciDevNet section on HIV/AIDS vaccine development: 

http://www.scidev.net/quickguides/index.cfm?fuseaction=keydocs&qguideid=1&doctype=19 
Exercise 5: +/- 2 hours
For this exercise you need an advertisement or press release (real or developed from a real example) of a company claiming to have a “cure” or “treatment” for HIV/AIDS. Possible starting points for developing your advertisement or press release:

· Search on Google for "Immunitor", a Thailand-based company promoting an "oral vaccine" for HIV/AIDS. Despite its distribution having been banned in Thailand, the company continues to promote the product in many developing countries as an effective “treatment” for HIV/AIDS. Mainstream vaccine researchers refute the claim, saying that it has no scientific basis. 

· Search on Google using the term “herbal remedy for HIV”. This produces a number of claims, including at a web site stating that “Dr Clark's remedies have reversed Cancer, HIV/AIDS and other diseases”, at http://www.clearwaterherbs.com/   
Exercise 6: +/-30 minutes
Alternative: trainers can consider inviting a small panel of outside media and other organizations (such as print, radio and/or TV; NGO representatives; representatives of HIV-positive networks) to the workshop, to promote a discussion on who controls information flows and access to information. Representatives of HIV-positive networks can give their opinions on how they perceive media reports, why it is necessary to respect confidentiality and how the media does not always respect their right to confidentiality and privacy.

Each speaker could spend 5 to 10 minutes explaining their own position within their organization, and their organization’s mission and activities, followed by questions and answers with the workshop participants.

Exercise 7: +/- 30 minutes.


	Resources included with unit
	· Notes for trainers.

· Handout.

· Exercises.

· Workshop evaluation form (for trainees).

· Materials evaluation form (for trainers).

· Copyright statement.

Use the general MMTK “Reporting on HIV/AIDS” glossary and list of additional resources with this unit.



	Additional trainer resources
	- 

	Equipment needed
	· Workstation with projector for trainer

· Workstations connected to the Internet for trainees – minimum 1 per 2 trainees.

· Flip charts and pens or overhead projector, transparencies and pens (for small group report backs).



	Comments
	During the course of the workshop trainees will probably need some terms explained (both those in the accompanying resources and those used by the trainer). Encourage discussion of definitions amongst the trainees and record the results in a "Session Glossary" - a list that gets developed throughout the session, and which can be distributed at the end of the workshop.
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