MULTIMEDIA TRAINING KIT

Finding HIV/AIDS Discussion Lists and E-Mail Alerting Services

Developed by: Julie Clayton, HIV/AIDS co-ordinator for the Science and Development Network with contributions from Joe Thomas, moderator of the AIDS India e-forum

The following is adapted from an introduction to discussion forums given by Joe Thomas, moderator of the AIDS India e-forum, for the UNESCO/SciDevNet workshop on HIV/AIDS reporting in Chennai, India, 2003:

Why join?

There are many reasons for joining mailing lists – as a source of information, and as way to send and receive news (including cuttings from newspaper stories, or conference reports), views and opinions, project reports, and announcements of jobs, events, advice and support. Whether you are a person living with HIV/AIDS, a healthcare worker, a scientist, an NGO or a media person, mailing lists may be of use. 

Many large organisations and news and information portals provide e-mail alerts covering news and events about HIV/AIDS research, treatment and care. These can act as a springboard for further news or features ideas journalists on national and local papers and magazines may wish to pursue a local perspective on a major new development, such as publication of the latest UNAIDS global statistics (UNAIDS Update 2003), or in anticipation of a major forthcoming event, such as the biennial AIDS Congress organised by the International AIDS Society. 

Remember – with a discussion forum the more you put in, the more you gain. Participation in a forum can raise your profile nationally, or within your profession. It is important to bear in mind, however, that information received via a discussion forum is not necessarily scientifically based.

Evaluating forums

The criteria for evaluating forums are similar to those for evaluating websites.

1. Purpose of the forum

This can be found in the forum’s mission statement
2. Intended users

It is important to know the intended users of a forum – which may be clear from the mission statement, or otherwise may be gleaned from other clues, such as the language and professional skills
, gender, special interest or geographical location of subscribers.

3. Frequency of postings

Some forums post messages daily, others less often – perhaps only a few times a month or less frequently.

4. Accuracy and credibility

Accuracy is crucial in disseminating medical information, and contributors to discussion threads should ensure that information is factual and precise. The accuracy and credibility of information may be indicated by references to the source of the information – particularly if it is published in peer-reviewed scientific journals. When information relates to clinical trials, remember that randomised clinical trials are generally accepted as being the most definitive, followed by other study methods such as non-randomised trials, and case/cohort studies. Information based purely on case reports and subjective statements are the least accurate. 

5. Access

Some e-forums require that subscribers submit their registration for approval before permitting access and contributions.

6. Speciality or Topic

Some forums are focused on particular topics and issues such as gender or human rights and HIV/AIDS or areas of professional expertise such as operational research or capacity building.
7. Sponsors and affiliations

Sponsorship is often necessary to cover the expense of developing and maintaining health communications technology, but it may affect the quality, nature and credibility of the information. Alternatively, it is possible for sponsorship to occur with minimal impact on credibility. 

Examples of HIV/AIDS-related Internet Forums

	Name of the Forum
	Moderator
	Purpose of the forum
	No. of subscribers

	Asia pacific regional Forums
	

	Reproductive health problems solutions 


	reproductivehealth_problems_solutions-owner@yahoogroups.com
	A forum for discussion on reproductive health problems and solutions from a global perspective, with contributions invited from both developing and developed countries. 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/reproductivehealth_problems_solutions/ 
	473

	SEA-AIDS


	Sea-aids@healthdev.net
	A moderated electronic mail discussion list for people involved with HIV and AIDS services in Southeast Asia.

http://www.saathii.org/subscribe/sea_aids.html

Archives available   


	2500 in over 30 countries in Asia and elsewhere

	AIDS_ASIA
	Aids-asia@yahoogroups.com
	An e- forum committed to the development of an Asian perspective on AIDS prevention and care issues, for members across the Asia Pacific region. 

The forum aims to promote the capacity and networking of Asian leaders, activists and people living with HIV/AIDS, and to promote the exchange of experiences and solutions to HIV/AIDS issues.

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/AIDS_ASIA/ 
	4,274

	AFRO-NETS
	info@afronets.org
	An electronic conference for the ‘African networks for Health Research and Development’ in Anglophone Africa to facilitate capacity building and research

http://www.afronets.org/index.php 
	

	AF-AIDS Forum
	Af-aids@lists.healthdev.net
	A discussion forum on HIV/AIDS in Africa, managed by the Health and Development Network. Now has a new website.

http://archives.healthdev.net/af-aids 
	

	Country specific forums

	Nigeria JAAIDS eForum 
	
	Nigeria-AIDS e-Forum about HIV/AIDS or other health issues in Nigeria and West Africa, hosted by the Journalists Against AIDS Nigeria, a media-based NGO. 

http://www.nigeria-aids.org/eForum.cfm 
	

	AIDS-India e-Forum
	Aids-india@yahoogroups.com
	AIDS-INDIA

An electronic forum for communication and information on AIDS related issues in India Restricted membership

http://www.saathii.org/subscribe/aids_india.html
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/AIDS-INDIA 
	1,972

	AIDS-INA
	aids-ina-owner@yahoogroups.com
	A forum that is unusual in being in a non-English language, this is an Indonesia-based AIDS/HIV-related mailing list and e-forum. 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/aids-ina
	386
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