MULTIMEDIA TRAINING KIT

Exercises: Finding and Evaluating HIV/AIDS Resources on the Internet

Developed by: Julie Clayton, HIV/AIDS co-ordinator for the Science and Development Network with contributions from Joe Thomas, moderator of the AIDS India e-forum

Exercise 1: Searching for HIV/AIDS information

You are writing an article for a community newsletter in your own region on (a) the effects of nutrition on the body’s ability to cope with HIV infection, OR (b) the transmission of HIV from mother to child. 

Step 1: You would like to recommend some web sites your readers can visit for further information. Visit the sites listed on the worksheet below, and decide whether you would recommend them to your readers. Record your answers on the worksheet.

Step 2: Use Google to search the web for other sites that you might be able to include in your list of recommendations, and evaluate them using the same criteria. 

Think about the following:

Audience
· Is the information directed at a specific target audience? If so, who? If the target audience is not explicitly stated, does anything on the site (e.g. graphics, type of language) etc. suggest that it is aimed at a particular audience.

Location
· Where is the organization or group who maintain the web site based? How useful will the web site be for people in other 

Accuracy and credibility
· How credible is the source?

· Is the information based on clinical and scientific evidence?
· Has the information been through an editorial review process? For example, is it in a peer-reviewed journal?

· How comprehensive is the information?

· Are adequate references provided, indicating the source of the information, including statistics?

Currency
· How current are the resources?

Sponsorship/affiliation

· Who is responsible for the site? Do they have any vested interests which might bias the information they provide? 

	WEB SITE /

SEARCH ENGINE


	AUDIENCE
	LOCATION
	ACCURACY
	CURRENCY
	SPONSORSHIP / AFFILIATION
	INCLUDE IN ARTICLE?

	http://www.avert.org/ 


	
	
	
	
	
	

	http://www.thebody.com  


	
	
	
	
	
	

	http://www.afroaidsinfo.org/  

 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	http://www.aegis.com/ 


	
	
	
	
	
	

	WEB SITE /

SEARCH ENGINE


	AUDIENCE
	LOCATION
	ACCURACY
	CURRENCY
	SPONSORSHIP / AFFILIATION
	INCLUDE?

	http://www.hivinsite.org/ 


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Site identified using Google http://www.google.com/ 


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Site identified using Google http://www.google.com/ 


	
	
	
	
	
	


Exercise 2: Making use of fact sheets and glossaries

You have a friend who has just been diagnosed with HIV infection, but who does not understand her condition and the possible treatment options available. Explore the U.S. National Institutes of Health Glossary of HIV/AIDS terms, 4th Edition, at http://www.aidsinfo.nih.gov/ed_resources/glossary/ to find explanations for the following terms: 

	Term 


	Definition

	CD4 count


	

	Viral load


	

	PCR


	

	Clade


	

	ELISA


	

	HAART


	

	Cachexia


	

	Candidiasis


	

	gp120


	

	Open label trial


	

	Reverse transcriptase


	

	Serostatus


	


Then go to the New Mexico AIDS Info web site http://aidsinfonet.org for fact sheets on different types of antiretroviral drugs that have now been shown to be effective at controlling HIV.

The Science and Development Network have produced a useful Quick Guide to HIV/AIDS, containing links to documents, fact sheets and other resources relating to HIV/AIDS research, including on vaccines, drugs, microbicides, and basic biology http://www.scidev.net/quickguides/index.cfm?qguideid=1&CFID=575500&CFTOKEN=21450586. 

You may also like to try your luck at the AVERT web site’s quizzes on condoms, sex, statistics and general knowledge about HIV/AIDS, at http://www.avert.org/hivquiz.htm
Exercise 3: Exploring regional information

You have a good story on a new promising research development, or a touching story of a person with HIV/AIDS overcoming the obstacles and prejudices and setting an example to others. But along with the story, you need some general background information on a country’s infection rates, prevalence, and so on. How would you find this country/region specific information, for example for Brazil, Kenya, Pakistan or Canada?

Complete the table below, and list the web sites you found most useful for retrieving the required information. 

	Country
	Incidence of HIV

infection
	Prevalence of HIV  HIV infection
	Total number of

HIV/AIDS-related

Deaths in 2002
	Useful web sites

	Brazil


	
	
	
	

	Kenya


	
	
	
	

	Pakistan


	
	
	
	

	Canada


	
	
	
	


Exercise 4: Use of online databases: conferences, scientific and medical publications and clinical trials

You are looking for new story sources, and wish to find forthcoming HIV/AIDS events in your region that you might want to attend – or may instead cover from a distance by contacting researchers due to present at the conference.

1. Conference calendars

· Go to the conference calendar of the John’s Hopkins AIDS Service at http://www.hopkins-aids.edu/resources/calendar/calendar1.html) and search for an event in your area that has posted its programme online, including details of speakers and the topic, or title of their presentation. 

Name of event: _________________________________________________________

· Choose a speaker whose presentation interests you. Now search on Google http://www.google.com using the speaker’s name and a key word from the abstract as search terms, for example “Ruprecht and HIV vaccine”, or “Coovadia and mother to child transmission of HIV”. This will produce links to the speaker’s research institution and possibly also to their homepage describing their research and publications.

Name of speaker: _______________________________________________________

· Use the results of the search to retrieve the following:

· Contact details for the researcher – should you wish to arrange an interview, either in person, by telephone or by email

________________________________________________________________


· A summary of their research interests

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________


· Links to media reports about the researcher and their work

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

2. Scientific and medical publications

Go to the web site of the U.S. National Library of Medicine’s PubMed database, at   http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?CMD=search&DB=PubMed and follow instructions to perform a search of the scientific and medical literature for publications by your chosen speaker. The simplest search is to type in the family name followed by initials of the first and middle names of the scientist you are interested in, such as “Ruprecht RM”, or “Coovadia H”.

This will produce a list of titles and journal references to the scientist’s publications, in reverse chronological order. Clicking on one of these will link you through to abstracts of individual publications, providing a summary of the research report, and possibly a further link through to the full-text version of the report.

Now you are better prepared for your interview with the scientist – with a more detailed idea of their research interests and past projects. Use the space below to note any points of interest during your search.

__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

3. Clinical trials

Go to the AIDSinfo web site of the U.S. National Institute of Health at http://www.aidsinfo.nih.gov, then click on the link to Clinical Trials. This produces a search page enabling you to search the Clinical Trials database for clinical trials relating to a particular search term, which may be the name of a country or an investigator, or the topic of research, such as “Coovadia”, “South Africa”, or “mother to child transmission”. The results will include a description of the research projects(s), the location, name of principle investigators and their contact details.

Each of the strategies described above can be done in any order, and will facilitate the finding of new names and search terms. Use the space below to note any points of interest during your search.

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________

Now compare the clinical trials databases listed below, to see how the range and focus of information varies between databases.

HIV/AIDS clinical trials databases online

HIV Prevention Trials Network

http://www.hptn.org 

US-NIH-sponsored clinical trials world wide

http://www.clinicaltrials.gov/ 

AIDSinfo clinical trials search (preventive and treatment)

http://www.aidsinfo.nih.gov/clinical_trials/    

Vaccines trial search

http://www.aidsinfo.nih.gov/vaccines/
Comprehensive International Programme of Research on AIDS (CIPRA) for clinical trials

http://www.niaid.nih.gov/daids/cipra/award-r03.htm 

MTCT prevention trial in India

http://www.aidscience.org/Preventionproject.asp?ID=178   

http://www.aidscience.org/Preventionproject.asp?ID=273 

http://www.who.int/vaccine_research/diseases/hiv/en/ 

http://www.who.int/vaccine_research/diseases/hiv/docs/en/    

African AIDS Vaccine Programme

http://www.who.int/vaccine_research/diseases/hiv/en/aavp.pdf     

Use the space below to note any points of interest during your search.

__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________
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