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Additional resources: Using Older and 
Refurbished Computers
Developed by: Association for Progressive Communications (APC)
Guidelines for using older and refurbished computers
Low Cost Computing

Seeds for Change

http://seedsforchange.org.uk/res/computer.html 
Last accessed: 13 December 2003
Article looking at options for cost-effective use of older computers; includes a detailed table of Windows and Linux software suitable for use on older computers.
Selecting Operating Systems for and Upgrading Older Computers
Free Range Salvage Server Project
http://www.fraw.org.uk/pubs/ssp/ssp-01.html 
Last accessed: 13 December 2003
Report looking at issues relating to installing software on older equipment; includes a table of hardware requirements for different operating systems.
An Educator's Guide to Assessing the Cost of Donated Computers
Software and Information Industries Association (US)

http://www.siia.net/divisions/education/donatecomp.asp 
Last accessed: 12 December 2003

Questions to help you decide whether donated computers are suitable for use in your school or organization.

Using Recycled Computers Wisely in New Zealand Schools
New Zealand Ministry of Education
http://www.tki.org.nz/r/ict/pedagogy/learningpower/leaflet.pdf 
Last accessed: 13 December 2003
Brief guide looking at when and when not to use refurbished computers, how to support them, and what software can be run. Although written for users in New Zealand it is also useful to a wider audience.
Sources of refurbished hardware

Computer Aid International

http://www.computeraid.org/home.htm 
Last accessed: 12 December 2003

Computer Aid International is a non-profit organization which refurbishes computers from the UK for re-use in schools and community organizations in developing countries.
World Computer Exchange

http://www.worldcomputerexchange.org/ 
Last accessed: 13 December 2003
Computers for Africa

http://www.computers4africa.org/ 
Last accessed: 12 December 2003

Computers for Africa refurbishes used computers, networks them, and ships ready-to-set-up labs to non-profit organizations in Africa.
Find Recycled Hardware

TechSoup

http://www.techsoup.org/resources/index.cfm?action=resource.view_summary&resourcelist_id=145&style=recycle&set=products
Last accessed: 12 December 2003

List of sources of recycled hardware in the United States.
General technology planning

ItrainOnline
http://www.itrainonline.org/itrainonline/english/strategic.shtml 

Last accessed: 13 December 2003

The ItrainOnline “Strategic Use” section includes links to a variety of resources on technology planning.
Software licensing issues

A Guide to Accepting Donated Computers for Your School
Microsoft
http://www.microsoft.com/education/default.asp?ID=DonatedComputers 
Last accessed: 12 December 2003
This “question and answer” table from Microsoft looks at issues including transferring licensing rights and upgrading Microsoft software installed on donated computers.
Examples and case studies of refurbished computer use
Computers Live On In Colombian Classrooms
IDRC

http://web.idrc.ca/en/ev-45903-201-1-DO_TOPIC.html 
Last accessed: 12 December 2003

Brief case study on the “Computadores para Educar” programme in Colombia.

New Zealand Schools Using Recycled Computers 

Learning Power

http://www.tki.org.nz/r/ict/pedagogy/learningpower/case_e.php 
Last accessed: 13 December 2003

Case studies of ten New Zealand schools which are using refurbished computers.
Computer specifications - general
Dave’s Guide to Buying a Home Computer

Dave Krauss, Michigan State University

http://www.css.msu.edu/PC-Guide/ 
Last accessed: 13 December 2003

Includes a good basic overview of operating systems, productivity software, and hardware.
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