MULTIMEDIA TRAINING KIT

Exercises: Radio Scripting

Developed by: Elvira Truglia for AMARC

Exercise 1

Learn to write as you speak.

Output
· Two completed radio scripts per group.

Materials
· Refer to Basic Principles Checklist.

· Short newspaper articles brought in by participants.

Instructions
· Each participant selects a short press article.

· One participant re-writes the press article as a radio script.

· Each participant reads the radio script out loud, marking the copy as they go.

· Each participant re-writes the script for their own voice.

· Both participants read the script out loud once again.

· Switch roles…the other participant re-writes his or her selected press article as a radio script. Follow all the other steps as above.

Exercise 2

Practice the Writing for Radio principles as outlined in the Handout.

Output
Two completed radio scripts “critiqued” by their peers.

Materials
Refer to the Basic Principles in the Handout.

Refer to the completed scripts in Exercise 1.

Instructions
Each participant reviews the script written by their peer and comments on the principles followed in the script and those not followed. They discuss their understanding of the principles.

Exercise 3

Learn how to write transition cues in a script.

Output
A radio script with properly marked cues.

Materials
· Recorded radio news briefs (see audio folder on PC).

· Short (5 minute) soundscape or radio documentary (see audio folder on PC).

· Refer to the section on Writing Cues in the Handout, and to the Examples.

Instructions
· Each participant listens to one piece of recorded audio.

· Each participant writes a transcript of what they hear. There is no need to transcribe word for word. Rather just write in the “ins” and “outs” of each segment. For example, if the first few words of a segment begins with “Welcome to Making Contact…” And ends with “look at immigration in Italy.” Than for that particular narration in the script, you can write: IN: “Welcome to Making Contact…”; OUT: “…look at immigration in Italy”. Write all sound elements in the script; you can simply estimate the times.

· Compare transcripts. Each participant will read the transcript as if it were a script yet to be produced. They will then listen to the audio piece to see if the script is a true rendering of what they hear. Discuss any differences with your peer.
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