MULTIMEDIA TRAINING KIT

Examples and comparisons: Searching the Internet

Developed by: Anna Feldman, for the Association for Progressive Communications

Search Syntax Table

From the YENZA! Web searching modules: http://www.nrf.ac.za/yenza/internet/finding.htm 
	"SEARCH MATH"
	BOOLEAN

	AltaVista Simple Search
Default OR query

chocolate cake will find 

chocolate OR cake

all pages with chocolate

all pages with cake

+ to force terms to appear in search results

+chocolate +cake

will find all pages with BOTH chocolate AND cake


	Google

Default AND query

chocolate cake will find

chocolate AND cake

pages with both chocolate and cake

+ may be used to force stop words

chocolate cake

will find all pages with BOTH chocolate AND cake
	AltaVista Advanced Search
Always specify operators

AND (or &) to force terms to appear

chocolate AND cake

will find all pages with BOTH chocolate AND cake



	– to exclude terms from

search results
+cake –chocolate

will find 

all pages with cake

no pages with chocolate


	– to exclude terms from

search results
cake –chocolate

will find 

all pages with cake

no pages with chocolate


	AND NOT to exclude terms from search results

cake AND NOT chocolate

will find 

all pages with cake

no pages with chocolate



	" " for phrase searching

"chocolate cake" 

will find

all pages with the phrase chocolate cake


	" " for phrase searching

"chocolate cake" 

will find

all pages with the phrase chocolate cake


	NEAR for phrase-like searching

chocolate NEAR cake 

will find

pages where chocolate appears within 10 words of cake


	* truncation

econ*

will find

economics

economist

economic

economy etc.


	no truncation

each possible variation must be entered as a separate search
search for economics, then economist, then economy etc.
	* truncation

econ*

will find

economics

economist

economic

economy etc.



	default OR query

cat kitten

will find pages in which cat, or kitten, or both appear


	use OR to search for alternatives

cat OR kitten

will find pages in which cat, or kitten, or both appear


	use OR to search for alternatives

cat OR kitten

will find pages in which cat, or kitten, or both appear




Subject Categorisation by Yahoo!

Using hierarchical categorisation to find a list of organisations working around Internet Censorship issues:
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From the subject categories on Yahoo’s Home page – through to a category page for Arts.  This first page is broken down into sub-categories. This example follows the link to sub-category Censorship
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From the Censorship sub-category page we can link through to the Civil Rights and Censorship sub-category page, which gives us a link to Internet Censorship.



From the Internet Censorship sub-category page, there is a link to a page of organisations
The specialised subject areas of an Information Gateway: ELDIS



Using the Advanced Search functions of Google

By clicking on the link to ‘Advanced Search’ (available with more or less every search engine), you can access a range of options which make it much easier to narrow down your search and add control to the way your query is handled.
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Notice how the subject categories of this specialist Information gateway are much more comprehensive than those you would find in a regular Subject Directory Search Tool. Information Gateways also offer much more than just access to documents listed under subject categories. In this example ELDIS has special editor’s selections on the home page, an opportunity to subscribe to the ELDIS news service, as well as all the site sections that you would expect from a comprehensive content-driven web site.
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