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Exercises: Searching the Internet
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	Exercise 1:

Use just one search tool for each of the following queries and comment on the results.



	Query
	Type of tool
	Name of tool
	Time/lengths taken to get results
	Relevance of results
	Presentation of results
	Other comments
	Good tool for the job?

	U.K. Home Office immigration section
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Paper on history of Marie Stopes clinics
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Map of Ethiopia
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Projects combatting sleeping sickness in cattle
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Exercise 2:

Take one search query from the collection that was made at the beginning of the session. If it needs more clarity, adapt the query by asking questions. Use the table below to break it down into concepts, listing as many alternative concepts as possible.


	Query


	Concept 1
	Concept 2
	Concept 3
	Concept 4

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Exercise 3:

Return to the table of concepts that you drew up earlier. Use them to work through all the stages of the search strategy, filling in the table below. Try putting the same query through in a variety of different ways, and using different tools.


	Query
	Type of tool
	Name of tool
	Time/lengths taken to get results
	Relevance of results
	Presentation of results
	Other comments
	Good tool for the job?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Exercise 4:

Look at the URLs in the list of results below delivered by Google for the query Indonesia "human rights". Without clicking on any links, try and make a judgement about what sort of information you think you will find from each site listed. Use the boxes in the right hand side to make notes.
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