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Definitions/fact sheets relating to violence against women, war, militarisation and armed conflict

Focusing on Women and Armed Conflict
URL: http://www.savingwomenslives.org/factsheet_women_and_armed_conflict.htm 

Type of resource: Fact sheet

Language: English

Country: International with local examples

Comment: This is a good, concise resource outlining the main issues and problem areas according to 3 referenced sections on "The Situation", "Developments" and "Examples". 

Peace and Conflict Monitor Map

URL: http://www.larrylowe.com/art/PCMDemo4.swf
Type of resource: Annotated map
Language: English
Country: International 
Comment: An interactive world map of some conflict zones around the world, including the history, and current status as well as short bullet points on each conflict. Not overly comprehensive but a good starting point for data on many current conflicts.

Going For a Gun Free Globe
URL: http://womensnet.org.za/flamme.org/bulletin/art6ed2.html 

Type of resource: Annotated list
Language: English

Country: International

Comment: Colleen Lowe Morna looks at targets set for mainstreaming gender considerations in all stages of the peace process and how they are far from being met. Concise and clear. 

Gender, Culture and Trauma: Mozambican women share experiences of war, dislocation and survival
URL: http://www.lolapress.org/artenglish/sidee12.htm
Type of resource: Article

Language: English

Country: Mozambique

Comment: This is an excellent resource on the experiences of women during the Mozambique war. It is based on research which examines the trauma created by the war, its psycho-social outcomes, and women's coping and survival mechanisms from the perspective of a group of women refugees who fled to South Africa.

Women's Human Rights Net

URL: http://www.whrnet.org/docs/issue-warconflict.html 

Type of resource: Summary and annotated links page

Language: English

Country: International

Comment: This site offers a good starting point for the issues and themes of violence against women. This page in particular deals well with women and war, and looks at the need for international laws to recognise gender-specific human rights violations in conflict situations in order to protect civilians during conflicts and to secure justice for victims of war atrocities that take women's experiences into account. The section on human rights mechanisms deals well with international laws that deal with violence against women in times of conflict. 

WHRR - Women's Human Rights Resources Web Site

URL: http://www.law-lib.utoronto.ca/diana/
Type of resource: Web site portal

Language: English

Country: International

Comment: This portal is an excellent, comprehensive resource on women’s human rights. It houses an extensive Women's Human Rights Resources Database which contains detailed links to full texts of articles, documents and related web sites according to almost 50 different themes, including violence against women.


Militarisation and Global Conflict (Fareeda Shaheed)

URL: http://www.wluml.org/english/new-archives/worldwide/awid-paper-mil-global.htm 

Type of resource: Presentation

Language: English

Country: Pakistan, Afghanistan focus

Comment: This presentation by Fareeda Shaheed at the Mexico AWID (The Association for Women's Rights in Development) conference gives her visions on neoliberalism and war - a good piece for understanding how militarisation – with specific reference to the War against Terror – encroaches on women’s lives.

Women and war - an overview (Charlotte Lindsey) 
URL: http://www.icrc.org/Web/eng/siteeng0.nsf/iwpList179/5BD0956E8C9593CFC1256B66005EFEE9
Type of resource: Article

Language: English

Country: International

Comment: This is a good introductory article to the subject which aims to draw attention to the multifaceted ways in which women experience armed conflict and, to a limited extent, to some of the activities of the International Committee of the Red Cross to assist and protect women.
Center for Political and Economic Research in Community Action (CIEPAC)
URL: http://www.ciepac.org/ 

Type of resource: Organisational web site

Language: Spanish

Country: Mexico region

Comment: The web site of an NGO in Chiapas, Mexico that is doing weekly in-depth analysis and research on the region. While not gender-focused, their investigation around the militarisation of this conflict zone in Mexico illuminates the differentiated impact on men and women. Selected information from the site is available in other languages, although the site is produced in Spanish. In particular CIEPAC bulletins and documents have a lot of translated material, and are subdivided into themes regarding militarisation, agriculture, transgenetic production, and the link to regional trade agreements, etc. http://www.ciepac.org/analysis/militar.html is an article that documents the effects of the increasing militarisation in Chiapas. Good case study material.

The Canada-Colombia Solidarity Campaign 

URL: http://www.tao.ca/~ccsc/ 

Type of resource: Campaign web site

Language: English, Spanish and some French

Country: Colombia

Comment: This insightful resource unpacks militarisation in Colombia, the role of trade agreements and US foreign policy, race issues, and the very specific nature of women's organizing against this militarisation. http://tao.ca/~ccsc/womenlinks.htm is a good page of links to articles entitled, "Women in Colombia". 

Paz Almada de Mujeres

URL: http://www.pazalmadademujeres.org/ 

Type of resource: Web site

Language: Spanish

Country: Colombia

Comment: This relatively new site details women's and feminist perspectives on the conflict in Colombia and how women there are fighting for recognition of a women's peace agenda. Although still under construction, it provides a detailed analysis of the impact of the conflict on women, being done by a network of Colombian women's organisations. The site offers information regarding different advocacy initiatives by women in Colombia against the war and lists key points on women’s peace agenda.

National Commission on Human Rights of Peru

URL: http://www.derechos.net/cnddhh/informes/tortu2.html 

Type of resource: Document

Language: Spanish

Country: Peru

Comment: This document analyses incidences of torture in Peru from 1995 to 1998, with a section dedicated to sexual assault and rape as a torture mechanism, particularly against activists detained under the broad interpretation of "terrorist" during that time.

Institutional Violence in Guatemala 1960-1996: A Quantitative Analysis

URL: http://shr.aaas.org/guatemala/ciidh/qr/spanish/cap15.html 

Type of resource: Quantitative analysis

Language: Spanish

Country: Guatemala

Comment: An analysis of gender and violence in the armed conflict in Guatemala, from 1960 to 1996, including a statistical breakdown of the impact on violence on women and men. 

Legislation and rulings 

UN Security Council Resolution 1325 on Women and Peace and Security 
URL: http://www.peacewomen.org/un/UN1325/1325index.html 
This page is dedicated to UN Security Council Resolution 1325 passed in October 2000 as the result of a debate on Women, Peace and Security. The site is very useful for advocacy work. It contains a chart which helps lay out actors and actions, implementation strategy, and a primer (the ABC to Resolution 1325 at http://www.peacewomen.org/un/sc/ABC1325.html).

4th Geneva Convention (1949)

URL: http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/92.htm 

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) and its Optional Protocol

URL: http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/ 

Type of resource: Web documents

Language: English

Country: International

Comment: This is an important human rights mechanism in combating violence against women because it defines such violence as a form of gender-based discrimination. See http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/states.htm for the states that have ratified and signed the convention. 

UN Convention on the Political Rights of Women

URL: http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/22.htm 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights

URL: http://www.un.org/Overview/rights.html 

UN International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR): 

URL: http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/a_ccpr.htm 

UN International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR): 

URL: http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/a_cescr.htm 

UN Discrimination (Employment and Occupation) Convention (ILO No. 111): 

URL: http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/d_ilo111.htm 

UN Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children: 

URL: http://www.uncjin.org/Documents/Conventions/dcatoc/final_documents_2/convention_ traff_eng.pdf 

Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against Women: 

URL: http://www.unhchr.ch/huridocda/huridoca.nsf/(Symbol)/A.RES.48.104.En?Opendocument 

Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence Against Women (Convention of Belém do Para): 

URL: http://www.oas.org/cim/English/Convention Violence Against Women.htm 

Center for Reproductive Rights

URL: http://www.crlp.org/pub_art_ias.html 

Type of resource: Briefing paper

Language: English, Spanish and French

Country: The Americas

Comment: This briefing paper examines the inter-American system's work on reproductive rights since its inception. It also discusses the cases and reports brought before the inter-American system and partner organisations. 

Convention relating to the Status of Refugees (1951 Refugee Convention)

URL: http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/o_c_ref.htm 

Rape recognised as a war crime - international tribunal for the former Yugoslavia

URL: http://www.un.org/icty/foca/appeal/judgement/index.htm 
Type of resource: Legal judgement

Language: English

Country: Yugoslavia 

Comment: An example of a judgement on sexual violence in armed conflict delivered by "The Appeals Chamber of the International Tribunal for the Prosecution of Persons Responsible for Serious Violations of International Humanitarian Law Committed in the Territory of the Former Yugoslavia since 1991". A useful background article on this can be found at http://csf.colorado.edu/soc/m-fem/1999.III/msg00248.html (Rape, War, & the Fragmentation of Feminism in the Dissolution of Yugoslavia).


Radical Rules: the effects of evidential and procedural rules on the regulation of sexual violence in war (Fionnuala Ni Aolain) 

URL: http://www.law-lib.utoronto.ca/Diana/fulltext/aola.htm 

Type of resource: Article

Language: English

Country: Yugoslavia 

Comment: This complex legal article critically assesses the inclusion of substantive legal recognition for the seriousness of sexual offences committed against women during the Yugoslav conflict in the Statute of the Tribunal and asserts the importance of setting international standards for sexual violence in warfare that move away from domestic defects in adjudicating such acts.

Campaigns and statements 

Statement on Conflict and Recent Crises in Africa 

URL: http://womensnet.org.za/flamme.org/csw13con.html 

Type of resource: Statement

Language: English

Country: Africa 

Comment: This statement was produced by the Africa Women’s Caucus at the Commission on the Status of Women in New York, 2001. It sets out a list of demands to protect women from sexual assault, rape, mutilation and displacement as a result of armed conflict. 

Paz Almada de Mujeres

URL: http://www.pazalmadademujeres.org/ 

Type of resource: Web site

Language: Spanish

Country: Colombia

Comment: This relatively new site details women's and feminist perspectives on the conflict in Colombia and how women there are fighting for recognition of a women's peace agenda. Although still under construction, it provides a detailed analysis of the impact of the conflict on women, being done by a network of Colombian women's organisations. The site offers information regarding different advocacy initiatives by women in Colombia against the war and lists key points on women’s peace agenda.

Codhes-Consultoria para los Derechos Humanos y el Dezplazamiento 

URL: http://www.codhes.org.co/
Type of resource: Web site

Language: Spanish

Country: Colombia

Comment: The web site of a Colombian consultancy on human rights and displacement has up to the minute detailed information on displacement in Colombia, as well as civil society mobilization.

End Violence Against Women site

URL: http://www.endvaw.org/ 

Type of resource: Web site portal

Language: English (also Spanish and French)

Country: International

Comment: A great collection of resources, documentation and communication materials produced by various organisations and individuals in the worldwide struggle to end violence against women. "A life free from violence: It's our right” is an example of a particularly creative outreach strategy was the placement of this slogan on the monthly pay checks of law enforcement agents in El Salvador and public servants in Brazil. 

"Ni Una Muerta Mas"

URL: http://www.altoalaimpunidad.org/ 

Type of resource: Campaign web site 

Language: English (also Spanish and French)

Country: International

Comment: This is the site for the campaign of the women of Ciudad Juarez, Mexico where more than 500 women have disappeared – over 300 of whom have been found with their bodies mutilated. According to the campaign manifesto on the site: (http://www.altoalaimpunidad.org/documentos/manif002.html) "Since 1993 over 280 women have lost their lives in the northern border with the United States. Every single judicial file shows the lack of access to justice and the negligence by the police and judicial institutions to respond to the legitimate demand of society: Justice and an End to Violence."

16 Days of Activism Against Gender Violence Campaign 

URL: http://www.cwgl.rutgers.edu/16days02/ 

Type of resource: Campaign Web site 

Language: English, Spanish, French and Arabic

Country: International

Comment: The annual 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Violence Campaign (November 25 to December 10) has been an organising strategy by individuals and groups from around the world to call for the elimination of all forms of violence against women. The dates that participants chose for the campaign symbolically makes the link between November 25, which marks the International Day Against Violence Against Women, and December 10, which is International Human Rights Day. The 16-day period also highlights other significant dates including December 1, which is World AIDS Day, and December 6, which marks the anniversary of the Montreal Massacre.

Centre for Women War Victims

URL: http://jagor.srce.hr/czzzr/aktivnosti/aktivnosti1.htm 
Type of resource: Campaign web site

Language: English and Croatian

Country: Croatia

Comment: The Centre works on behalf of women and women's issues - including local and international media work, campaigning and lobbying. From 1997 it started (in co-operation with two other organisations) the project entitled "STOP Violence Against Women" consisting of a campaign, data collection, the creation of a database and legal analysis. A variety of different media products including TV-commercials, postcards, posters, leaflets, guidelines, 

T-shirts, adverts in newspapers, and trams have been produced in order to raise public awareness and oppose violence against women in society. They have organised letter-writing campaigns and lawsuits against different misogynist and nationalist attacks against women in the media (e.g. Croatian Medical Journal and daily papers).


International Organs

The UN Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against Women

URL: http://www.unhchr.ch/huridocda/huridoca.nsf/(Symbol)/A.RES.48.104.En?Opendocument 

Type of resource: Declaration

Country: International

Comment: This document serves as a moral statement on behalf of the international community to tackle gender-based violence as a human rights concern.

Women's Caucus for Gender Justice
URL: http://www.iccwomen.org/ 

Type of resource: Campaign web site
Language: English (some resources available in Spanish and French)
Country: International
Comment: The Women’s Caucus for Gender Justice aims at strengthening advocacy in women's human rights at the international level. The latest campaign succeeded in the election of 7 women out of the 18 judges that will sit on the International Criminal Court. Includes access to: "If Hope Were Enough", a film that documents the ways in which women have worked to bring accountability for crimes of sexual and gender violence in conflict and non-conflict situations around the world (http://www.witness.org/jsrightsalert.html?hope+story1). Additionally, the site contains an extensive page on publications, articles, briefing papers and newsletters (http://www.iccwomen.org/resources/index.htm). 

ISIS International (Chile)

URL: http://www.isis.cl/mujereshoy/vi/reflex13.htm 

Type of resource: Web site

Language: Spanish

Country: Latin American and the Caribbean

Comment: The Isis site is dedicated to the issue of violence against women in general, and participated in the UN campaign to draw attention to end violence against women. Their site includes an overview analysis of 10 years of activism and policy work on Violence Against Women in Spanish-speaking Latin America and the Caribbean. The analysis includes chapters looking at legislation, UN and other institutional lobby efforts, and civil society's contribution in the 1990-2000 period. Women's organizations and networking, efforts to support women in situations of armed conflict, and the vanguard role that women's movements have played, are highlighted in the report (http://www.isis.cl/mujereshoy/vi/balance/portada1.htm). 

The Isis site also details legislation for the region and international instruments.

The Aftermath: Women in Post War Reconstruction

URL: http://www.wits.ac.za/fac/education/aftermath/ 

Type of resource: Conference proceedings, declarations

Language: English

Country: International 

Comment: This page includes the declaration of the African Women's Anti-War Coalition which refers to many of the relevant UN documents, and also looks at violence as a public health issue.

NGOs

The Association for Women's Rights in Development (AWID)

URL: http://www.awid.org/ 

Type of resource: Organisational web site

Language: English

Country: International

Women's International League for Peace and Freedom

URL: http://www.peacewomen.org/ 

Type of resource: Organisational web site

Language: English

Country: International

Women Building Peace, International Alert

URL: http://www.international-alert.org/women/ 

Type of resource: Organisational web site

Language: English

Country: International

Comment: Formed in June 2000, Women Building Peace is group of NGOs working together in June 2000 to lobby for a Resolution on women, peace and security at the UN Security Council. This is an excellent resource housing reports, campaign details, case studies, links and downloadable campaign resources. 

Reproductive Health for Refugees

URL: http://www.rhrc.org/ 

Type of resource: Organisational web site

Language: English

Country: International

Comment: This is a consortium of groups that works in refugee/displaced settings and on international policy related to reproductive health for women affected by conflict. Their work includes developing protocols for services for women in displaced settings, as well trying to develop standards and training for humanitarian aid workers who serve (often badly) displaced populations. 


Broken bodies, shattered minds: Torture and ill -treatment of women (2001): Amnesty International

URL: http://web.amnesty.org/802568F7005C4453/0/39CB2F2A6C51B8D8802569ED0062A274?Open 

Type of resource: Online report

Language: English

Country: International

Comment: This report is one of a series of publications issued by Amnesty International as part of its worldwide campaign against the torture of women which aims to galvanize people around the world to join the struggle to end torture. According to the report, "Torture of women is a fundamental violation of human rights, prohibited in all circumstances under international law. Yet despite the gains that women around the world have made in asserting their rights, the torture of women is a daily reality. It is rooted in pervasive discrimination that continues to deny women full equality with men and that legitimises violence against women." 

Flamme/Flame: African Sisters Online

URL: http://womensnet.org.za/flamme.org/index.html 

Type of resource: Network web site

Language: English, French

Country: International

Comment: Flame is a network of African sisters online committed to strengthening the capacity of women through the use of ICTs to lobby, advocate and participate in the Beijing +5 process regionally and globally. The Web site contains a number of good articles including "Women Peace it Together", (http://womensnet.org.za/flamme.org/bulletin/art3ed4.html)

by Ferial Haffajee which explains the work of the Network and the issues facing women in militarised parts of Africa.


APRODEV (Association of World Council of Churches related Development Organisations in Europe) Conference reports

URL: http://www.aprodev.net/ 

Type of resource: Conference report

Language: English

Country: International

Comment: This site includes an excellent report in the publications section of the web site entitled, "GOOD Conference on Gender and Violent Conflict" (Sept 2001) in PDF.

Human Rights Watch

URL: http://www.hrw.org/women/index.php; http://www.hrw.org/women/conflict.html 

Type of resource: Web site

Language: English, Portuguese, Arabic, Spanish, Chinese, Russian, French

Country: International

Comment: This comprehensive section on "Women’s Rights" on the Human Rights Watch web site covers various themes including one on "Women and Armed Conflict; International Justice" which includes reports on particular countries, latest news, publications, international legal standards, and links to related sources. These are important resources as they are often referred to at a state/legal level. 

Femmes Africa Solidarité 

URL: http://www.fasngo.org/
Type of resource: Organisational web site

Language: English, French

Country: Africa region

Comment: According to the forward on the Web site, "The aim of this Web site is to complement FAS’s communication activities and to convince a much wider audience of the need to work together to prevent the conflicts that are undermining our continent. Detailed information will be available, and routinely updated, through FAS research documents and our regular publication Advocacy News. Also, look out for the monthly What’s New section, where you can find the latest details on activities in the field of peace and development."

Research, reports, monitoring 

Gender, Armed Conflict and Political Violence, World Bank conference

URL: http://www.worldbank.org/html/prmge/events/armedconflict.htm 

Type of resource: Conference papers

Language: English

Country: International

Comment: A series of very relevant papers delivered at a World Bank symposium in 1999.

Institute of War and Peace Reporting

URL: http://www.iwpr.net/ 

Type of resource: Web portal

Language: English and regional languages

Country: International, categorised according to regions

Comment: Although primarily dealing with issues around gathering and distributing information in conflict zones, there is content within this site that is relevant to the theme.
The Life and Peace Institute in Sweden 

Type of resource: Offline
Comment: This organisation has also published some interesting reports including a recent publication on women in Somalia. Not yet available online.

The United States Institute of Peace

URL: http://www.usip.org/ 

Type of resource: Organisational Web site, reports

Language: English

Country: International

Comment: This web site includes an insightful report on Women in War and Peace by Donna Ramsey Marshall from the journal Peaceworks no. 34, August 2000. 


Women War Peace: Progress of the World's Women 

2002 Volume 1 (UNIFEM publication in 2002 (ISBN: 0-912917-66-0) by Elisabeth Rehn and Ellen Johnson Sirleaf). 

Type of resource: Offline publication

Language: English

Country: International

Comment: This is the Independent Experts' Assessment on the impact of Armed Conflict on Women and Women's Role in Peace-building. The authors travelled to many of the world's conflict zones and talked to women and girls who have experienced the devastating impact first hand.

The Conflict Research Unit of the Netherlands Institute of International Relations "Clingendael"
URL: http://www.clingendael.nl/cru
Type of resource: Literature review online

Language: English

Country: International

Comment: The research unit Web site contains, amongst others, the literature review entitled, "Women's Roles in Conflict Prevention, Conflict Resolution and Post-conflict 

Reconstruction: Literature Review and Institutional Analysis", by Tsjeard Bouta and Georg Frerks. This review identifies seven different roles and positions of women in armed conflict. The institutional analysis analyses how 16 (inter)national organisations address these roles and positions of women in armed conflict in their mandates, policies, structures, instruments and activities and budgets. It outlines specific policy options per organization for strengthening the position of women in armed conflict and in conflict-related interventions.

About Ending Violence against Women

URL: http://www.oxfam.org.uk/publish/williams.htm 

Type of resource: Book
Language: English
Country: International 
Comment: The introduction and conclusion of this book is available online with option to buy the rest of the book online. This is an excellent resource which gives valuable insights into the subject of violence against women: explanations of its cause and practical solutions for policy makers, drawing on various examples from around the world. Of particular interest is Chapter 4.2: Violence against Women in times of Change and Crisis.
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