MULTIMEDIA TRAINING KIT: 
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN IN THE CONTEXT OF WAR, CONFLICT AND MILITARISATION: IDENTIFYING INTERNET AND OTHER RESOURCES ON VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN HANDOUT

Developed by: Developed for the APC Women's Networking Support Programme

by Anna Feldman with contributions from Sarah Masters, WLUML, Sally-Jean Shackleton, Erika Smith, Karen Banks, and Marie-Helene Mottin-Sylla

1MULTIMEDIA TRAINING KIT:  VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN IN THE CONTEXT OF WAR, CONFLICT AND MILITARISATION: IDENTIFYING INTERNET AND OTHER RESOURCES ON VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN HANDOUT


1About this document


1Copyright information


1Introduction


2Why WOMEN and violence in areas of conflict?


2The approach: Developing a "picture" of the subject area




About this document

These materials are part of the Multimedia Training Kit (MMTK). The MMTK provides an integrated set of multimedia training materials and resources to support community media, community multimedia centres, telecentres, and other initiatives using information and communications technologies (ICTs) to empower communities and support development work.
Copyright information

This unit is made available under the Creative Commons Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike License. To find out how you may use these materials please read the copyright statement included with this unit or see

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/1.0/legalcode 
Introduction

This unit forms the first in a three-part series aimed at developing the information gathering and dissemination skills of VAW advocacy workers. In it we will be mapping out the information terrain of the subject area and navigating our way through the issues and themes of this type of work. We will build up a picture which locates and links the key events, players, documents, and campaigns. The format of the unit is as follows:

· Why women and violence, in areas of conflict?

· The approach: Developing a "picture" of the subject area.

· Mapping out the

· Geography: zones of war, conflict and militarisation.

· Chronology: significant legal milestones.

· Players: international bodies, individuals, NGOs, reactionary forces.

· Documentation: reports, legislation, rulings, statements.

· Campaigns.

· Trends in the advocacy and campaign discourse.

· Main threads - recurring themes.

Why WOMEN and violence in areas of conflict?

The number of people whose lives are affected by living in areas of declared or undeclared war, internal conflict or militarisation is perhaps greater now than it has ever been. The affect of conflict on people’s lives makes a continuous reference to violence: injury, bereavement, migration, rape, forced conscription, imprisonment, and so it goes on. Our task in this training session is to understand better how conflict plays out in the more specific area of violence against women.

Our reasons for looking at women in particular stem from:

· The way that conflict impacts on women differently from men – violence in conflict is gendered.

· A belief that an improvement in the condition of women can only come from acknowledging these gender differences. Tackling the problems of violence against women requires an understanding of the background, issues and main trends in those conflicts and the movements to end them.

In the context of war, conflict and militarisation, women form the majority of refugees and the internally displaced. Women also become heads of household in difficult circumstances, when their male family members are "disappeared," arrested, or killed. Because women are often seen as symbolising the integrity and honour of the entire community, in times of conflict, they are subjected to rape, sexual and physical abuse, and harassment at the hands of the "enemy" as a strategy of war. For the same reasons, women are also subjected to gender-specific constraints within their own communities.
 

The approach: Developing a "picture" of the subject area

Today we will become information cartographers, charting the information "terrain" of violence against women in conflict. We will start by mapping out the information that will give us the background, issues and main trends. We will be adding detail, layer by layer, observing the links between the details, so that the picture develops focus and clarity. 

� WHRnet - http://www.whrnet.org/issues_23.htm
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