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About this document

These materials are part of the Multimedia Training Kit (MMTK). The MMTK provides an integrated set of multimedia training materials and resources to support community media, community multimedia centres, telecentres, and other initiatives using information and communications technologies (ICTs) to empower communities and support development work.
Copyright information

This unit is made available under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike License. To find out how you may use these materials please read the copyright statement included with this unit or see

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/1.0/legalcode 
Overview

This unit is the last in a series of three aimed at developing the information disseminating skills of advocates and activists in the field of preventing Violence Against Women in the context of war, militarisation and conflict. In this unit we will be looking at:

· Resource collections as a central part of the VAW worker’s tool box

· Developing a subject category hierarchy

· Adding value to resource collections

· Establishing linking relationships with the content providers

Introduction

The work which goes on in the field of preventing Violence Against Women, ranges from support services for victims of violence, lobbying of governments and international institutions, campaigning at a grassroots level, academic research, monitoring, awareness-raising workshops - the list is endless. And in all this work, people are constantly making reference to the various resources that are continually being developed for their work by others in the field. This is not an area for jealously guarding your findings and methods. Preventing Violence Against Women is about sharing experiences and learning from the work of others.

Online resource collections, also known as information gateways and portals, use the web’s most basic distinguishing feature – hypertext – to link documents together, taking readers of one document quickly onto other relevant ones, with this most exciting cross referencing tool in the world.

Developing a subject hierarchy

In the pages that follow are examples of the site plans which are being used by other relevant resource collections. Notice how each one has a number of main sections which are subdivided into sub-sections. This levelling of sections is known as a subject hierarchy. The hierarchy shows a general progression through the layers from the general to the specific. 

An effective subject hierarchy is based on a logic which will be as self-explanatory as possible to users of the collection. 

Be Obvious! There is no place for mystery in the layout of an online resource collection. Avoid using terms which are familiar only in certain workplaces, or acronyms that are not widely understood.

	
	www.peacewomen.org

English only

	
	Campaigns
	Resources
	Contacts
	News
	Calendar
	About us

	
	Geographical location and issue
	Type of resource
	Country then type of organisation
	Sources of news
	Date
	Organisational details

	
	* Country
* Region
* International
* Issue
	* Annotated bibliography 
* Articles
* NGO and UN reports
* PeaceWomen voices
* Tools for organisational building
* Links
	* Country

THEN

* Organisation type:

- NGO Contacts
- United Nations contacts
- Government contacts
- New York Permanent Mission
	* 1325  PeaceWomen 
e-News 
* News archive
* Peacekeeping news
* News services
	* Month of the year
	* FAQs
* Internships
* Contact details
* Background


	
	www.savingwomenslives.org

English only

	
	Facts
	Links
	Polls
	News
	Experts
	Stories
	About us

	
	Issue in alphabetical order
	Type of resource
	Country then type of organisation
	Upcoming events and news articles
	
	Person’s name and country
	Contact details and introduction

	Separate 

articles/ pages organised / categorised according to:
	* Armed conflict

* Economics

* Education

* Environmental health

* HIV/AIDS

* Human rights

* Violence
	* Projects

* Resources

* Organisations
	* Women’s international issues

* Human rights

* Population and international family planning

* United Nations
	* Events

* News articles
- date
	* Names of spokespeople

THEN

* contact details

* areas of expertise 


	
	


	
	www.whrnet.org

Women’s Human Rights Net

English, French and Spanish

	
	WHR Issues
	Human Rights Systems
	Research tool
	Links
	Archive
	Talk forums
	About us

	
	Issue in alphabetical order
	The UN System and Regional Systems with annotated links to documents, legislation, treaties and organisations
	Categories of links and categories of search engines 
	Links to different categories of resources
	Types of resources 
	A particular topic or for a specified group
	Organisational details

	Using the example of armed conflict, the chart below shows how each of these sub-categories breaks down into more sub-categories 
	Armed conflict

Economics

Education

Environmental health

HIV/AIDS

Human rights 

Violence


	* The UN human rights system 

- UN declarations, treaties, and other mechanisms

- UN treaty monitoring

- UN human rights policy making and implementation

- UN agencies

- world conferences

- International criminal court

* Regional systems

- The African human rights system

- The inter-American human rights system

- The European human rights system
	* Links

- UN links
- ICT networks
- Women’s human rights resource sites
- Gender resources
- Human rights documents
- Human rights NGOs
- Human rights journals 
- Human rights centres 
- Women and technology
- Globalisation
- Women’s studies journals
- Women’s news
- Alternative news
- Mainstream news
- Reference sites
- Library catalogues

 - Search engines

- General www
- Encyclopaedias
- Books
- Words
- Resources databases
- News


	General Resources 

Document Archives 

Databases 

Pages

Bibliographies
	Issues

Perspectives

Interviews

Human rights systems 


	
	Mission

Partners

International executive committee

 Team 

Contact information

Supporters of WHRNet


	WHR Issues

	Armed Conflict

	Overview 


	Human Rights Mechanisms
	Facts and Figures
	Perspectives
	Interviews
	Links
	Taking Action
	Mini Research Tool


Adding value to resource collections

Web sites, as we know, will in the end rise or fall by their content.

There are numerous gaps in the information, tools and resources of Women and Conflict material currently on the Internet. By understanding what these are, and looking for ways of including them, we can start to really make a difference to the value that a resource collection has to the people who use it.

These gaps include:

Tools such as research tools which can dynamically generate information according to more specific topics, issues or resource types e.g. tailored reading lists on women and conflict or personal testimonies.

Information from much more focused information gateway sites (portals) - e.g. sites dealing solely with women and conflict in a particular society, a particular geographical, social, political context or on a particular type of resource e.g. personal testimonies. This is in contrast to the prevalence of the huge wide-angled view that many portals take.  

Resources in languages other than English.   

Establishing linking relationships with the content providers

The value of hypertext in making the Internet such a fabulous place for publishing resource collections has already been noted. Properly understanding that value is key to making the most of the platform. In concrete terms it means that: 

· You do not have to duplicate information published elsewhere in order to achieve a comprehensive coverage.

· You need relatively few resources in order to develop a niche information resource base that brings together resources that are tailored to the information needs of a particular group, and that fills the gaps left by others.

You must however be aware of the following practicalities:

· Most web sites have specific copyright rules regarding use of their information. In general you can either:

· Provide a hypertext link to a page on another site, perhaps including the first paragraph of the article or a brief description of the content, as an annotation, on your own site. It is good practice to ensure that the link opens in a new page or window, and not within the frames of your own site.

· Reproduce the article on your own site, being sure to include a link to the originating web site, as well as the author and source of the information. You will need to contact the web site or organisation concerned in order to gain their consent for using their content. Search for their email address or phone number on the web site. This option is preferred by people concerned about steering users away from their sites via linked resources. However it is worth remembering that this walled garden approach to web sites can damage your own site’s accessibility.










Separate articles/ pages organised / categorised according to:
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